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Course Offerings

Fall 2010 (5771)

BIB 101
Intro Bible Dr. Ora Horn Prouser
This course will introduce the student to modern critical studies of the Bible. Selected texts of the Bible will be studied in depth while broader thematic issues will be surveyed. Various methodologies used by biblical scholars will be introduced to the students. The many meanings of the text and the centrality of the Bible in the Jewish world will be emphasized through careful study. (1.0 course point)
BIB 125
Parashat Hashavua / Ethics Rabbi Jill Hammer
In this course, we will examine the weekly parashah (mostly from

Genesis/Bereishit) and use it as a tool for approaching modern ethical issues. Our discussions will range from business ethics to sexual ethics, from the problem of chosenness to fertility and genetics issues. Students will learn about a range of modern ethical dilemmas from a Jewish perspective, and will gain facility in connecting stories of the parashah to modern dilemmas our communities face. (1.0 course point)
BIB 340
Reflections of Eve Dr. Anne Lapidus Lerner
It would be hard to overestimate the impact the biblical stories of Eve have on the way we think about women and their role in society, culture and religion. These have helped shape the way in which we consider gender and gender roles, good and evil, God and humanity. This course will analyze some of the varied reflections and refractions of this story from the biblical period to the present. By placing materials from different periods and genres in conversation with each other, we will develop our own reflections of Eve. (1.0 course point)
CAN 102
Intro to the Cantorate Cantor Alan Brava
An introduction to the profession of the cantor with attention paid to the basic outlines of Jewish liturgical music and its history, the printed and recorded sources of Jewish music, and the role of the cantor as a professional member of the synagogue staff. We will also explore the dynamics of working alongside our fellow colleagues within the synagogue; defining roles and responsibilities as well as working within the political structure of the synagogue. (0.5 course point)

CAN 108
Choir TBA
An exploration of the vast literature of Jewish choral music, leading to performance at public events. (0.5 course point)

CAN 115
Intro Modes Cantor Gerald Cohen
This class will introduce the basic concept of Jewish modes through their scale structures and defining motives as well as some of their practical applications in the nushaot of Shabbat, Festival, High Holiday and Life Cycle liturgy. (0.5 course point)
CAN 308
Intro to Cantillation Cantor Rena Shapiro
A rigorous introduction to East European cantillation for the Torah and Prophets. A study of the detailed functions of the ta’amim and the way in which they explicate the structure of the text. The literature on Jewish cantillation will be discussed. This course is also open to rabbinical students seeking rigorous training in cantillation. (1.0 course point)

CAN 315
Cantillation-Yammim Noraim Cantor Alan Brava
A continuation of the study of cantillation focusing on Torah reading for the Yammim Noraim. This course is also open to rabbinical students seeking training in cantillation. Prerequisite: CAN 308 (0.5 course point)
CAN 447
Advanced Nusah Cantor Sol Zim; Cantor Lisa Klinger-Kantor
 Yom Kippur: This course gives an in-depth extensive study of the vast Yom Kippur Liturgy with emphasis on the Kol Nidre, Yizkor, Avodah, Minhah, Ne'ilah and selihot services. All motifs and nushaot will be analyzed as to the Misinai Tunes of Yom Kippur that are in use in the course of the service. Each student must develop an understanding of all the nusha'ot. Targil section required (2.0 course points).

 

CAN 620
Recitative Cantor Sol Zim
 Students will be given the opportunity to learn the great Cantorial, Hebrew and Yiddish Classic Recitatives taken from traditional and contemporary sources. The objective will be to perform these materials and be coached on the best way to make specific pieces work in davening and in concert(1.0 course point)

CAN 

Musical Skills Stanley Dorn
The study of music theory, ear training, sight singing, harmony, and conducting. Level of class to be determined. (0.0 course points)

HAL 401
Intro Codes Rabbi Michael Pitkowsky
This course will introduce the literature of the Codes. Selections from the major halakhic texts will be studied along with introductions to author biographies and various commentaries. (1.0 course point)
HAL 600
Advanced Codes TBA
In this course we will examine the complex process of the understanding, deciding, expounding, organizing and creation of Jewish law. The codificatory literature is one legal genre that exemplifies this process and was produced by it. A number of halakhic topics will be studied as they are treated by various authorities. Prerequisite: Intro to Codes. (1.0 course point)

HEB 250
Hebrew I Varda Hubara
In this course, students will study Modern Hebrew with emphasis on both grammar and vocabulary. Conversational skills will be an integral element of the learning experience. Prerequisite: Hebrew exam (2.0 course points)

HEB 350
Hebrew II Varda Hubara
This course will continue the study of Modern Hebrew, emphasizing grammar, vocabulary, reading, and conversation. Prerequisite: Hebrew I (2.0 course point)

HEB 550
Hebrew III Advanced Hebrew Varda Hubara
A continuation of the study of Hebrew, leading to a greater degree of fluency and understanding through the study of Hebrew literature, classical Jewish texts, and grammatical study. Prerequisite: Hebrew I and II (1.0 course point)
LIT 101
Intro Liturgy Dr. Joel Hoffman
Foundations in the formal graduate level study of Jewish liturgy. Portions of the weekday service will be used as the examples for developing an understanding of the basic liturgical units including: p’suqei dezimrah, qeriat Shema uvirkhoteha, tefillah, and kaddish. There will be an overview of the issues involved in understanding the worship traditions of the varied streams that make up the contemporary Jewish community. The problems of prayer and the understanding of prayer as the vehicle for establishing and maintaining a relationship with God will be examined. There will be preliminary discussion of the problems associated with developing compelling and vibrant congregational experience. (1.0 course point)

LIT 305
Shabbat Liturgy Rabbi Jeff Hoffman
A study of the development of the Shabbat Amidah and special piyyutim; the Kabbalat Shabbat service, and the influence of the mystical tradition; home rituals, Kiddush and Havdalah along with their function in communal and family life. Texts of central prayers will be analyzed from a historical, literary and spiritual perspective. Some attention will be paid to a survey of practices of various contemporary communities representing all streams of Jewish practice as well as to congregational dynamics and effective strategies for developing effective and compelling Shabbat liturgy. Prerequisite: Introduction to Liturgy (1.0 course point).
MEC 120
Mechina Hebrew Rabbi Aliza Erber
This class covers the basics of both modern and liturgical Hebrew, preparing the students to enter the required Hebrew classes of both the Rabbinical and the Cantorial programs. No credit is given for this class. (0.0 course points)

MEC 122
Mechina Jewish Studies Rabbi Eric Hoffman; Rabbi Aryeh Meir
This is a preparatory course for the rabbinic and cantorial programs. One part of the course includes a survey of Jewish history before 1700, the structure and contents of the Hebrew Bible, the significant events and institutions of the modern state of Israel, the awareness and analysis of Jewish current events, and training in the creation of a d'var Torah. The other part of the course includes an introduction to the Siddur (prayerbook) for weekdays, Sabbaths and festivals, with guided reading and analysis of selected Hebrew passages; introduction to classical Jewish literature, including Mishnah and Midrash; and orientation to Jewish liturgical observances and religious and cultural institutions.(0.0 course points)

PHI 311
Medieval Philosophy Dr. Lenny Levin
Survey of the major thinkers in the line of development of Jewish philosophy through the end of the Middle Ages: Bible, Plato and Aristotle; Philo, Saadia, Ibn Gabirol, Halevi, Maimonides, Gersonides, Crescas. Attention will be paid to how rationalists and experiential thinkers drew different syntheses of the fundamental dichotomy between the Hebraic and Greek thought-traditions, and thus provide a variety of models for our own mediation of the Jewish religious tradition and the prevailing general cultural outlook. (1.0 course point)
PHI 367
Heschel's "Heavenly Torah" Dr. Lenny Levin
Intensive study of A.J. Heschel's major work "Heavenly Torah" along with the primary rabbinic sources that he relied on for illustrating his thesis. Topics will include: The schools of Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Ishmael; how did they read the Torah? transcendence and immanence; common sense vs. mystical approaches; differing concepts of revelation; eternal vs. evolutionary perspectives of Torah. (1.0 course point)
PRO 004
Core Concepts Dr. Ora Horn Prouser
This is a multi-year sequence of seminars. The seminars cover some of the fundamental values, concepts and vocabulary of Jewish tradition. The student is expected first to gain a basic acquaintance with these terms and then to delve more deeply into them so as to appreciate their range of significance. The goal of the seminars is not simply to gather information, but to develop an integrated way of thinking about and expressing these value-concepts, so that the student may grow from an appreciation of the tradition to active and creative participation in the discourse of Torah. Every student is required to take four semesters of the seminars in the sequence. After fulfilling this non-credit requirement, a student may elect to take the fourth seminar for credit. Each seminar will meet for 45 minutes weekly. The curriculum for Seminar 4 begins with the words mizrah / ma’arav (0.0 course point)

PRO 015
Ritual Skills Workshop TBA
In this workshop students will have the opportunity to learn and practice ritual skills to prepare for fulfillment of the yearly ritual skills requirement. (0.0 course point)

PRO 215
Counseling I Arline Duker
Students develop their interpersonal communication skills, especially the ability to listen and respond in the context of both formal and informal counseling situations. We explore paradigms for the helping relationship, the role of the rabbi/'cantor in pastoral and congregational counseling, and the variety of opportunities for psycho-spiritual intervention. Classes integrate theoretical and practical counseling strategies, and blend discussion with experiential learning. (1.0 course point)
PRO 320 
Education Seminar Dr. Joel Hoffman
How do children's brains learn Hebrew? What effects do ambiance and atmosphere have on students? What's the best way to measure progress in a religious school? Which criteria are most important in designing a curriculum? What role should prayer play in a child's life? Covering theory and practice in equal parts, this seminar is designed for future clergy who care about excellent Jewish education. Fulfills the Education I requirement for students not enrolled in the Gratz Masters program. (1.0 course point)
PRO 336
Guitar Stanley Dorn
In this course students will learn the basics of playing guitar which has become so important in much of synagogue life. (1.0 course point)
PRO 347
Honoring the Dead Rabbi Regina Sandler-Philips
This course will empower AJR students to provide effective spiritual leadership and support in preparation for death and burial, and to clarify their own positions on key funeral issues. The first half of the course focuses on the role of the rabbi or cantor as a pastoral advocate for bereaved families and for the hevra kadisha / sacred burial fellowship, in upholding the imperatives of honoring the dead. The second half of the course adopts a transdenominational approach to halakhah in tracing the imperatives of honoring the dead from the Bible and classical rabbinic sources through the contemporary literature of teshuvot / responsa, and considers the role of extra-halakhic factors in determining funeral norms and values. This course will count as 0.5 credit in Professional Skills, and 0.5 credit in Critical Issues:Halakhah (1.0 course point)
PRO 385
Modern Jewish Literature Dr. Anne Lapidus Lerner
As the "people of the Book," the Jewish People has always articulated its experiences, fears, and longings in written words. Starting in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries Jewish literature in many languages and forms has flourished. In this course we will examine the breadth and flow of this literary production with particular concern for the ways in which it interacts with traditional Judaism and challenges it. These works, written by modern Jews, reflect a world and life that resonate with our own. They address the search for meaning that lies at the heart of the religious quest. A goal of this course is to help students understand the ways in which modern literary culture can be brought into rabbinic practice as a tool that will enable rabbis to bridge the chasm that often seems to separate modernity from Judaism. To accomplish this, student assignment will be keyed to the practical rabbinate, including divrei Torah, sermons, bulletin articles. (1.0 course point)
PRO 700
FWSS Arline Duker / Rabbi Alan Kay
This seminar group focuses upon issues that arise in the course of rabbinical and cantorial work. Students will explore the challenges that they face in their work and in their developing rabbinate /cantorate through the presentation of a case study. Participation is required of all students whose work is counting as a required internship experience. All Fieldwork must be approved prior to the beginning of the semester by Sandy Kilstein. Students should register either for the Monday or the Wednesday section. Tuition is charged but no academic course point is given for this seminar. (0.0 course point)

RAB 100
Introduction to Mishna Rabbi Isaac Mann
This course will introduce the students to the study of Mishnah, which forms the basis of the Talmud and subsequent rabbinic literature. We will discuss the origin of mishnaic compositions, the concept of mahloket, the role of the Tannaim, and the editing of the Mishnah by R. Judah Ha-Nasi. We will then examine the structure of the work – its divisions into six orders and the tractates that compose each order. The bulk of the classes will be devoted to the study of approximately 25-30 mishnayot that will represent a sampling of this corpus. We will learn various rabbinic concepts and terminology from these mishnayot. The topics will cover a broad range, from prayer (in Zeraim) to rites of purification (in Taharot), from mishnayot that focus on halakhah to those that deal with ethics and morality (in Avot). We will also look at some issues of composition, in particular the notion of strata in the Mishnah. By the end of the semester the student is expected to have a fairly good introduction to “rabbinic thinking” and be able to progress into the study of Talmud. (1.0 course point)
RAB 150
Pirke Avot Rabbi Isaac Mann
This course will introduce the student to the “Ethics of the Fathers,” more commonly called Pirkei Avot, which is one of the most popular tractates of the Mishnah and consists of many important ethical and practical teachings of the Tannaitic rabbis. This is primarily a text course, and as such the focus will be on the reading and explications of the various statements found in this work. We will examine different ways of approaching the text, as found in the classical commentaries as well as more modern ones. Some attention will also be given to the structure of the tractate and its place in Jewish liturgy. (1.0 course point)
RAB 230
Introduction to Talmud Rabbi Jeff Hoffman
Students will acquire the skills to identify the component parts of the talmudic sugya and the relationships between them. This includes the ability to recognize the elements and functions of the talmudic argument, especially the kushia (objection) and the terutz (resolution). This also includes the ability to distinguish between tannaitic, amoraic, and anonymous passages. Students will also learn the basics of talmudic terminology, vocabulary and grammar. Students are expected to prepare texts with the help of dictionaries, Hebrew commentaries and translations (e.g., Steinsaltz), and vocabulary lists, without the use of English translations. The Havruta session is required of all students. (1.0 course point)

RAB 330
Intermediate Talmud Rabbi Eric Hoffman
This course will continue the study of the Talmud, its structure and concepts. Attention will be devoted to the application of Rashi in comprehension of the sugia and Tosafot for the raising and resolution of novel issues. Emphasis will be placed upon the dialectic of Talmudic arguments. Tractates to be announced. Havruta session is required of all students. (1.0 course point)
RAB 530
Advanced Talmud Rabbi Michael Pitkowsky
Students in Advanced Talmud will have the opportunity to continue their Talmud study, focusing on the text, and important themes as they are dealt with by the Rabbis. Tractate to be announced. Havruta session is required of all students. (1.0 course point)
SPI 370
Architecture of Ritual Rabbi Jill Hammer
In this course, we will examine the following questions: What is ritual? What are the underlying structures of ritual? Why do we do ritual? How do we talk about and evaluate a ritual? What makes a ritual work? We will also examine specific modern Jewish rituals from marriage to the Torah service, from newly invented lifecycle events to semikha, as case studies in our exploration. Students will gain an understanding of ritual theory, apply theory to modern practice, and learn how to consciously craft meaningful rituals for old and new occasions. (1.0 course point)
